SAFE CUSTODY
thicket in which to bestow the Rolls, we should then
settle down to watch Haydn—if need be, the whole of
that day, in the hope of learning something of what was
afoot. If my cousin's contention was good and the
enemy was at work, it was likely that some time that
day he would leave Haydn by car for the scene of
the operation on which he was now engaged. If he
did so leave Haydn we should immediately follow
and let him lead us up to the place he sought. This
might be a lawyer's office, or it might be the mouth
of a shaft, but, whatever it was, we were sure it would
speak for itself and would give us at least some idea
of how the rogues were proposing to bring us down.
That night we should return to the farm, put the Rolls
back in her barn and then go over the mountain and
so to Hohenems. If nobody were to leave Haydn,
our plan must fail; but I think that it was a good plan
and would have done no dishonour to the crafty
Odysseus himself. I need hardly say that it came
out of Hubert's head.
Soon after midnight we gained the road of approach.
Our- circuit of the castle had taught us nothing at all:
if one of the gang was there, we saw no sign of him.
Our state, however, was piteous. The night, though
wet, was warm, and, because of the raincoats we wore,
our shirts and even our jackets were drenched with
sweat: because of the rain, the going was worse than
ever, and we had all slipped and fallen a hundred
times; as a result, we were simply plastered with dirt,
and our shoes and socks and trousers had not the
look of apparel because they had been so soused and
were coated so thick with mire. This alone prevented
us from moving with the care a patrol should use;
but, apart from the falls themselves, so many springs
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